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I wish your family a safe and happy 
holiday, and a shining Christmas. 
 
I look forward to seeing those who are 
continuing piano with me next year, and I 
wish the children & families who are 
leaving for whatever reason all the very 
best. It's been an honour to work with you. 
 
Blessings of the Season to you,

Thanks for a wonderful year!

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  F R O M  C R I S T Y

Here we are at the end of another year! 
 
Thank you so much for all your support- 
both of your children's musical life, and of 
me and the work I do. 
 
I honestly feel so privileged to be part of 
your child's musical journey. I get to spend 
time with your amazing little ones, with 
their own learning preferences and 
musical tastes, and have a wonderful time 
making music together.



Pop Rock Concert
What a great event!  
It was so wonderful to see everybody 
play their favourite tunes that they 
had worked so hard to perform for 
you. Thanks to Josh for recording & 
editing it for DVD. 
 

Halloween Fun! 
We had lots of great musical learning 
experiences for Halloween!

Christmas Music
Christmas is a special time of year- 
especially for piano learning! We had 
our second annual Christmas Concert 
and did lots of Chirstmassy learning 
in lessons.

This term....



Bones!
HALLOWEEN

As an introduction to the popular tune, 'Dem 
Bones, most of our Junior Primary students 
read through the book Five Little Pumpkins 
with me. We played the rhythm on the piano. 
The children then went on a treasure hunt 
for the 5 little pumpkins scattered around the 
room while a groovy version of 'Dem Bones 
played. 
Each pumpkin had bits & pieces inside them 
to play the Skeleton Game (a bit like the old 
dice game, Beetles). Each bone was worth a 
number. The children had to draw a note 
card and create a skeleton by gluing pieces 
that were worth the same value as the music 
note. Then, we learned how to read & play 
the 'Dem Bones music!
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JUNIOR PRIMARY 

ACTIVIT IES 



* Created a Halloween Rhythm Book 
(complete with a hand painted pumpkin 
on the back of each laminated book). 
Students had to figure out and write in 
the rhythm patterns of each spooky 
Halloween sentence.  
 
* Five Little Pumpkins Activity as 
described on the previous page.  
 
The events of the year give plenty of 
inspiration for interesting and engaging 
learning experiences. Halloween is a 
favourite!
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Halloween provided us with a great 
range of musical learning experiences. 
Besides the little Halloween booklet 
which provided students with a range of 
spooky tunes, we also:  
 
* Learned the rote tune Halloween 
Halloween by learning the patterns on 
the piano. Small markers or erasers were 
used at first to show where Low D, 
Middle D and High D are. Students then 
filled in the rhythm patterns they figured 
out for themselves, in the little circles 
above the text. 



Christmas Santas & Puds
1&2. The Christmas version of the 
good old dice game, Beetles. 
Roll the dice, 
Find the pieces that have musical 
notes that add up to that value. 
And- Voila! 
A brand new Christmas piece to 
display! 
 

Christmas Music
3. Christmas Bells was a song that was 
used in the Sugar Plum Christmas 
Story (by Ione) at the Christmas 
Concert. 
We learnt it by singing and learning 
the actions. 
We then tapped the beat on the 
hearts, then figured out the rhythm, 
placing rhythm cards on each card. 
These were then glued onto a sheet 
with the words. 
Then it was off to the piano to figure 
out the tune. 
We noticed the patterns, which were 
the same and which were different. 

JP Christmas



Jumble
J INGLE BELL To help students recognise rhythm patterns, 

that grand old Christmas tune was used in a 
completely different way. 
It's rhythms were chopped up and students 
had to rearrange them back into proper 
order. 
Watching each student figure out how to 
choose the correct rhythm was quite 
fascinating. I think every student had a 
slightly different approach! 
We also used this as a metacognitive 
opportunity. The students were asked HOW 
they were thinking about their approach to 
figuring out the puzzle. 
Of course, everyone got Jingle Bells well and 
truly un-jumbled! N O M A D I C   |   2 4

PRIMARY ACTIVIT IES 



MONSTER 
MUNCH 
COIN 

CONGRATULATIONS

As you may know, many students 
have been collecting Monster 
Coins by practicing 3 simple 
things: 
1. A Sight Reading exercise or 
piece 
2. A Scale or Finger Exercise 
3. Main Piece or pieces 
 
Students were also given coins 
for the amount of time they 
practiced. 
 
Well done to everyone! 
We celebrated the extraordinary 
efforts of the top 3 coin 
collectors at the Christmas 
Concert: 
1. Marlie- 100 coins 
2. Sophia- 98 coins 
3. Harry- 67 coins 
 
Marlie also collected the prize 
for the Rudolf Scales Challenge, 
memorizing all 10 scales!
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COLLECTORS!



We had a fun little competition over the past few 
weeks, with Christmas Note Bingo. 
Students had to read the notes on both Treble & 
Bass staff cards. Junior students had to name notes 
on piano cards & treble clefs. 
 
We announced prizes for each category at the 
concert: 
Treble: Ione, Abbey, Harry 
Junior: Noah 
Bass: Sophia, Laurel 
 
Students were given handmade Sugar Plum Fairy 
Christmas Tree decorations to commemorate the 
interactive Sugar Plum Fairy story performed at the 
Christmas Concert (Written by Ione; Narrated by 
Eden & Sienna; Played by Noah & Alex).

BINGO 
A N D  S U G A R  P L U M  F A I R I E S



all you need 
is love. but a 
little chocolate 
here and then 
doesn't hurt. 

C H A R L E S  M .  S C H U L Z

music


